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settlement of the difficulty which has arisen, but some time
would be necessary for this in order not to give the impres-
sion of yielding to pressure." Sazonov replied he "was
ready to receive the proposal if the German Government
did not postpone its decision to a too protracted date."
But at the same time he instructed Sverbeev in Berlin to
point out Pan-Slav Press criticisms of himself and "the
necessity for us [Russians] to be able to remove the plausi-
ble reproaches printed as to the perfidy of German policy,
and the desirability of winding up this whole incident as
•quickly as possible. If the German Minister talks about
his Government's being unable to settle with the Porte,
tell him that we should readily adopt the point of view that
the question ought to be deliberated upon, not in Berlin,
but in Constantinople, and that we shall take the agreed-
upon steps immediately."286
Sazonov in fact was in no mood to wait. He concluded
that it was impossible to pry Germany into giving an
immediate decision, and that his lever had therefore failed.
He also heard that the Sultan had issued on December 4
an irade announcing General Liman's appointment as
Member of the War Council and Commander of the Con-
stantinople Corps. He therefore telegraphed to London
and Paris on December 7: "We consider it desirable that
the three Ambassadors should at once address themselves
to the Turkish Government with the following identical
note which has been drawn up according to the English
proposal." 287
But M. Sazonov was now chagrined to discover that
.Sir Edward Grey had meanwhile changed his mind, during
the interval in which Sazonov himself had desired a delay
in the Entente action at Constantinople.   Sazonov now
found that the agreement was not so "absolute" as he had
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